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Pictured above are over 300 Alumni members and guests who attended the Twelfth Annual Communion Breakfast in the La Salle Gymnasium.
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Need of Expansion Program
Shown by Survey of College
LA SALLE ALUMNUS

Brother G. Paul, president, has announced the beginning of an expan
sion program for La Salle College. A recent survey of the long range needs
of the College clearly indicates that extensive building projects, costing
approximately $2,500,000, will be necessary to maintain the enrollment
which can be expected for the next decade.
The realization of this expansion program would provide the College
with a new library building, dormitories, a cafeteria and dining hall, a student
chapel, and a field house with a swimming pool.
Specifications of the American Library Association state that an adequate
college library should seat 25 to 30 per cent of the student body in the
reading rooms. The minimum number of volumes which an undergraduate
library should have is not determined, but an average figure, calculated from
available data, is about 50 volumes per student. It is immediately apparent
that La Salle College needs more space for its library.
The College has not encouraged the enrollment of students from distant
places because it could not offer dormitory facilities, the president said.
Nevertheless, the experience of the last several years shows that more than
200 students from out-of-town locations have been in attendance each year
at La Salle, and have been living with private families. Many men, whose
homes are in Chester, Wilmington, and other cities within commuting dis
tance, travel to and from the campus each day. Dormitory facilities would
offer greater convenience to out-of-town and commuting students
A dining hall and cafeteria would be a necessary complement to a
dormitory project. It would be needed not only for resident students but
also for the non-residents. Already, there is an inconvenient shortage of
eating facilities for students, lay faculty and clerical employes.

The spiritual center of any Catholic college campus is the Chapel. At the
present time, the small chapel in the Community House of the Brothers must
serve for this important phase of college activity The introduction of a
resident student body will make the construction of a chapel building a must,
the president pointed out.
While it is true that the spiritual and academic activities of the student
body hold first place in the function of the College, there are other important
phases of student life. One of these is participation in wholesome physical
training. Like our present library, the gymnasium is inadequate.
In addition to the lack of space for an organized physical education pro
gram, the gymnasium must be shared with the lower school division. There
fore, the general student body and the teams have restricted use of it. A
swimming pool is available for student and team use, but it is off the campus
and not subject to the control of the college. A new field house and swim
ming pool are a real necessity.
The results of the survey have not exhausted all of the future needs of
the college, but rather serve to emphasize the most important ones. It also
gives orientation to the detailed planning which must be done for a well
ordered development of an expansion program.
The first project which the College will undertake is the construction of a
library.
With the financial assistance which Brother Paul confidently expects, the
breaking of ground and the beginning of the construction of the library
should occur in the late spring of this year.

ARCHITECT’S DRAWING OF NEW LIBRARY

Ground Breaking Will Be Held May 24 for Library
Ground breaking for the new La Salle College library is scheduled for
May 24, the fiftieth anniversary of the canonization of Saint John Baptist
de la Salle.
Although construction cannot begin until the funds are available, Brother
G. Paul, president, expressed the confident hope that most of the $400,000,
which is needed for the building, will be subscribed by that date. Special
friends of the College, alumni, parents, and students have responded enthusias
tically to the President’s request for assistance in raising the money.
The three-story building will be erected along Olney Avenue and will
fill the campus area between 18 th and 19 th Streets.
The planning of the library has been going on quietly for nearly two
years. During that time, Brother E. Joseph, librarian, has visited the libraries
of many colleges and universities, and has carried on extensive research into
nearly every phase of modern library planning.
As a result of the preliminary study, the final design, prepared by Mr.
Frank L. Randolph, emphasizes simplicity, economic use of space, adaptability
of structure to function, and great flexibility. Every modern development
will be utilized to achieve low maintenance costs, efficiency of operation, and
beautiful appearance.
The building will be constructed with a reinforced concrete frame. The
exterior walls will be finished with red brick and decorated with limestone

trim. Although the architecture will deviate from that of College Hall, some
of the collegiate-gothic lines will be preserved.
Extensive use of glass block is contemplated for the windows. The interior
finish will include acoustical ceilings, rubber tile floors, troffer fluorescent
lighting, and movable metal room partitions. Forced ventilation will be
employed for the control of dust and humidity.
The structure from the viewpoint of function is divided vertically into two
sections. The west section will be devoted to the public reading rooms, such
as the General Reading and Reference Room on the first floor, the Reserved
Book Room, the Student Lounge, and Music Room on the second floor, and
the Seminar Rooms on the third floor.
The east section will house the book stacks and the control areas. The
charging desk, catalogue, Librarian’s Office, and Staff Work Room will be
located on the first floor. Microfilm and recordings will be found on the
second floor; the book stacks will be distributed on the basement, second and
third floor levels.
La Salle’s new library will be a vast improvement over the present one.
The floor space will be increased from about 3,000 square feet to over 30,000
square feet; reading room accommodations will increase from 50 to 350;
the book stack area will provide for nearly 200,000 volumes. While the
number of volumes is growing, the stack space that is not needed for books
will serve as additional reading rooms.
It is conservatively estimated that the construction of the library will
require about 18 months.

A Message From Alumni President

In this issue of the Alumni News, you will read of plans for the
expansion of our Alma Mater.
When one contemplates the magnitude and scope of the entire
picture, it should be a source of pride to every man who has ever
attended La Salle.
From the standpoint of the Alumni, let us feel that we have much
to gain from the project. Our participation can and should solidify and
strengthen our organization. It should dispel any feelings of dissociation
we might have by virtue of having terminated our formal schooling.
In this connection, it must be emphasized that we are still very much

a part of the College. It simply is not possible to forget that at one time
in our life-span our hopes and aspirations were centered in our scholastic
careers and that any hopes and aspirations we now have are in a large
measure a product of that institution which once fostered them. In that
sense, La Salle is still a part of us, whether we be conscious of the fact
or not.
I invite you to join wholeheartedly in the future of our College.
Your interest will be the measure of your appreciation. Show it when
the appeal for the Library Fund begins.
O. FRANCIS LEVY ’38

LA SALLE ALUMNUS

A Better La Salle...

“Fundamentally La Salle wants to be better, not bigger."
These words keynote the announcement by Brother G. Paul
of a La Salle expansion program.
Evidence is the three criteria established by the Christian
Brothers in judging the future scope and size of La Salle: .
“ 1. The timeless value of a Christian liberal education and
its particular application to the moral crisis of our time.
”2. The growing demand that the opportunity for higher
education be further equalized and extended for all youth, fully
qualified by education, character, and ability.
“3. The capacity of the College to meet this demand for
educational service without sacrificing the quality of in
struction.”

To learn what Christian liberal education has meant, one
might read from the 1949 Explorer: “The majority of us entered
La Salle with technical knowledge as our dominant goal. With
our graduation . . . we have realized the importance of the
disciplines that are not correlated to earning power. Without a
proper share of moral values our efforts in the professional fields
would be for naught. We carry with us an extrinsic ability to
share in the world’s goods and an intrinsic sense of sharing our
portion of the world’s goods with others.”

Floor Plans of New Library

librarian
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The democratization of education is one of the most impor
tant happenings of our time and the source of much hope for
the future. The “G. I. Bill of Rights” was the first long step
toward education for all; let us look at how La Salle has met
its demands.
Before the war, the La Salle enrollment was 430 students.
The war sent the enrollment plunging, and by 1944 there were
only 85 students on the campus. By 1945, however, the enroll
ment already was up to 300 — and the Christian Brothers faced
a difficult post-war question. How big could La Salle get?
It was decided to learn the answer by going ahead, and in
1946 the enrollment soared to 1 2 4 0 — almost three times as
high as ever before. It rose again in 1947 to 1535, and in
1948 to 1885. This year it is established at 1821, and a level
seems to have been reached at least temporarily.
During these same years, La Salle took another step in
making college education available to all young people; an
evening division was formed in 1946 with some 200 students
enrolled. This evening enrollment is now 780, and indications
are that it too can grow as long as physical space permits.
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The La Salle of 1950, then, is a new La Salle — different
from the College in any other year of its 87-year history. Its
...students now represent more than ten per cent of the number
m e question at present is whether increased size means
drop in the quality of education.
So far, we think, the answer is no. But increased size has
meant a strain on the physical facilities; so much so, in fact, that
future eq u ip tm en t can n ot b e considered adequate for the

AVE.

SECOND

FLOOR.
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Room

could hardly have refused to expand.
wanted and deserved a college education. Today, it faces a
continued demand for educational opportunities for all. La Salle
cannot answer this call without a physical expansion much
greater than that which added Leonard and Benilde Halls to
the campus during the past four years.
Granted there is a need for the Christian liberal education
provided by La Salle, granted all men have a right to improve
the intellects which mark them as men, a bigger La Salle means
better able to serve city and region, better
able to reach more young men.

It had to help accommodate the great surge of young men who

La Salle wants to be bigger— not, however, for the sake of
being bigger but rather in the hope of better achieving the very
goals for which it was founded.
y
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college. At present, many more from the inside out. An analysis of will be a number of carrel
pri shelves and reading areas. This basis. This room will be across
books and magazines are needed: the present obvious needs, and vate study rooms within theorstack
area will connect with some of the the corridor from two browsing
the new building will provide space likely future ones was made and area, where those engaged in spe special
to be offered in and smoking rooms; one for the
to store them. Today there is not interpreted in terms of specific cial research may assemble ma the new services
building. A phonetics lab faculty, the other for students. In
enough reading space for sixty functions and areas. These areas terial
which they are working. oratory will contain recording these browsing rooms a collection
students: the new building will and functions were then arranged The onfirst
of the building equipment and play-back equip of unusual, interesting, or particu
accommodate four hundred with in many plans until the present will contain floor
a
large
de ment for discs and transcriptions larly b e a u t i f u l books will be
ease. The present reading room one emerged as the best from the partment. This area,reference
separated
of all sizes and in the three usual shelved for leisure reading.
is overcrowded, has hard, noisy point of view of ease of use and from the entrance hall by plate- speeds.
nearby will be an One-half of the third floor, like
floors and sound-reflecting walls: operational efficiency. It is also glass partitions, will offer a large, extensiveStored
collection
of recordings the floor below, will contain book
tomorrow’s library will have spa a superior plan in terms of flexi quiet area where dictionaries, en
in the fields of music, drama, shelves and reading areas. The
cious reading rooms with proper bility. Should unforeseen needs or
and magazines may be speech and history.
acoustical c o n t r o l and many
other half will be taken up largely
arise in the future, the cyclopedias
read.
The
office
of the reference Close to the phonetics labora by
nooks, corners and carrels devised conditions
rooms which on the plans are
building
can
easily
be
changed
to
librarian will be located adjacent tory will be a special area for called
for individual study and reading. meet them.
“seminar rooms,” but which
to this room so that readers may microfilm reading machines and are somewhat
larger than the tra
The needs and interests of the Abondoning the traditional ar have
expert
assistance
at
all
times.
storage cabinets for the library’s ditional seminar room.
students were given primary con rangement of separate reading The other half of the first floor collection
microfilm. Among These could more correctly be
sideration in designing the new j rooms and stack areas, the pro will contain a general catalog list the earliestofacquisitions
will be a called general utility rooms for
structure. It is not a copy of any posed
plan will bring together the ing all the books in the library, file of the New York Times
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C ontinued on L ast Page

LA SALLE ALUMNUS
New Library
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Doctor Martin P. Crane ’20, Speaker at the Alumni Breakfast,
presents Signum Fidei Medal to Doctor Louis H. Clerf of Jefferson
Medical College. Witnessing the presentation are Alumni President
Levy and Doctor Frank Braceland ’26, Breakfast Toastmaster.

Library Fund Appeal Plans
Are Virtually Completed

they are rooms that will serve
many purposes, where groups of
various sizes can meet. One of
them will contain a record player
and an adjacent storage room will
house motion picture and slide
projectors for use in illustrated
lectures. Fold away walls between
them will make it possible to ac
commodate large or small groups.
It is proposed that these rooms
be made available for class discus
sion groups, clubs, and various
campus organizations.
This floor will also contain the
La Salliana Room in which it is
proposed to gather in o r i g i n a l
form or in microfilm or phostat
all of the writings of Saint John
Baptiste de la Salle and all con
temporary source materials that
throw light on his educational
theories. It is proposed that this
room be the American center for
study and research into the con
tributions to education of the
learned founder. In addition, this
room will house material relating
to the early history of the Chris
tian Brothers and archival materi
al on the history of La Salle Col
lege.
Another interesting departure
from traditional library construc
tion will be the extensive use of
movable walls. As a matter of fact,
in only very few areas will there
be immovable walls. The rest will
be of metal sound-proof paneling
which attaches to the floor and
ceiling and can be easily moved to
set up new rooms or alter the
dimensions of existing rooms as
new needs arise.
Throughout the entire building,
the latest type of fluorescent il
lumination will be used and
sound-conditioning will be accom
plished by the use of rubber tile
flooring and acoustic ceilings.

O. Francis Levy, Alumni President, places wreath at Sacred
Heart Shrine in commemoration of the La Salle men who died in
Service. The Ceremony was held prior to Alumni Breakfast.
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that may in the
“At
the
present
time,
two
com
fore, should be proportionately mittees are being organized among future approach you in this mat
Messrs. Quinn and Crawford ticular circumstances.
have enlisted strong division com Certain factors, if borne in mind, larger than one given in recurring the Alumni. One under the chair ter. What we are asking for is
By making a gift in
mittees for the further develop
support. It may be one dol
be of assistance to a donor campaigns.
of Joseph J. Quinn, ’24, vour
installments, it is possible for some manship
ment of class committees, which may
lar; it may be fifty or more. But
in
the
determination
of
the
will
interest
itself
in
the
men
who
organizational phase is now taking amount of his contribution. This to give substantially l a r g e r are familiar with the 1240 (Broad whatever support you give us is
amounts and take advantage of Street) site of La Salle College; all-important in this first step in
place.
is a capital fund appeal in which tax
savings.
expansion program.
the
goal
is
$400,000.
It
is
for
a
other under the co-chairman ourAfter
Appeal Schedule
It is more important “that you the
a strong faculty, we need
investment, not for give”
Prior to solicitation, all alumni permanent
ship
of
Oscar
F.
Levy
and
Albert
than “how much you give.” j. Crawford will interest itself in a strong alumni. The College de
or operating ex The participation
will receive a letter from Brother maintenance
of a high per the men who are more familiar pends upon you. Will you help
G. Paul, President of the College penses for which there would be a centage of the alumni
is the pri with La Salle at its present site. us.?”
and a copy of an illustrated book-1 renewed appeal each year, as is mary goal.
let, “The Flame of Christian I the case in national or local wel
LA SALLE ALUMNUS
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Some groups or individuals who contemplate contributions to the Library Fund may feel Olney Ave. at 20th Street
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it desirable to establish an objective in the form of a memorial or special gift. Since this
Philadelphia, Pa.
Permit No. 1167
question has been posed, a listing of library projects is presented for the information and
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assistance of members of the Alumni.

Study Carrels (15) ..................... ............ *.....$
Reference Librarian’s Office .........................
Department of Philosophy .............................
Department of Religion ................................
Micro-Film Room ...............
•••••
Department of Economics............................—
Labor Relations Section ..............................
Recording Rooms ........................................
Entrance Hall ... ......................................... ....
La Salliana Room ........................
•••••
Industrial Management Section ...................
Journalism Section ......................... . .............
Department of English ..................................
Department of Education ...........
-u.
Fine Arts Section ................................
Librarian’s Offices .................................
Science Section
Mathematics ..........................$1,000
Physics ................................. 2,000

500 Biology .......................
2,500 Chemistry .................
3.000 Social Studies Section
3.000 History .......................
3.000 Politics ................ ......
4.000 Sociology ................. .
4.000 Language and Literature
5.000 Classics .......................
5.000
......................
5.000 French
.....................
5.000 German
5.000 Spanish ......................
6.000 Seminar Rooms (5) .....
6,000 Staff Work Room..........
6,000 Staff Lounge .................
8,000 Student Lounge ............
Lobby and Catalogue ....
Reserved Book Room ....
Main Reading Room ....

3,000

4,000
.. 2,500
2,000
.. 2,500
..

10,000

7,000

;. 2,000
...
...

...

2,000
2,000

2,000

10,000
10,000
20,000
20,000

25.000
25.000
50.000

100,000

fa lte r J. Brough
6706 Pechin St.
Philadelphia 28, Pa.

P ostm aster: If undeliverable (FOR ANY REASON) notify sender, statin g reason
on Form 3547, p ostage for w hich is guaranteed.
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